[Is the measurement of carcinoembryonic antigen still indicated in digestive cancers?].
Carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) is not useful for detecting asymptomatic cancer. Its sensitivity and specificity are not high. For some cancers, antigen levels at the time of diagnosis provide more precise prognosis than staging alone. Regular determination of CEA is useful as a method of surveillance after surgery for cancer in the colon and in the rectum. Unfortunately the clinical gain of detecting postoperative relapses is low since curative surgical treatment is usually impossible.